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CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT – 21 JANUARY 2021 
 

BANBURY – A361 NORTH OF BANBURY - PROPOSED 40MPH & 
50MPH SPEED LIMITS AND BUS STOP CLEARWAYS 

 
Report by Interim Corporate Director Communities 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. The Cabinet Member for Environment is RECOMMENDED to approve 

proposed 40mph and 50mph speed limits and bus stop clearways on the A361 
North of Banbury as advertised. 
 

Executive summary 

 

2. Speed limits and bus stop provision are reviewed when there are changes to 
the road layout or usage as a result of development and when requested by 
the local member, local councils or other parties due to concerns over road 
safety. The report presents responses received to a statutory consultation to 
introduce a 40mph speed limit and 50mph speed limit on the A361  in place of 
the existing national speed limit and also bus stop clearways at new bus stops 
being provided in conjunction with the development of adjacent land. 
 

Financial Implications  
 

3. Funding for the proposals has been provided by the developers of adjacent 
land. 
 

Equality and Inclusion Implications 
 

4. No implications in respect of equalities or inclusion have been identified in 
respect of the proposals. 
 

Sustainability Implications 
 

5. The proposals would help facilitate the safe movement of traffic and provide for 
the development site to be safely accessed by bus users. 
 
Consultation  

 
6. Formal consultation was carried out between 12 November and 11 December 

2020. A notice was published in the Banbury Guardian newspaper and an 
email sent to statutory consultees including Thames Valley Police, the Fire & 
Rescue Service, Ambulance service, Cherwell District Council, Banbury Town 
Council and local County Councillor. 
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7. Five responses were received. 2 in support, 1 objection and 2 non-objections. 
All are recorded at Annex 2 with copies of the full responses available for 
inspection by County Councillors. 

 
Response to objections and other comments 

 
8. Thames Valley Police and Cherwell District Council did not object to the 

proposals.  
 

9. One objection was received from a member of the public in respect of the 
speed limit proposals noting the road safety hazards and significant accident 
record along the route between the M40 junction to north of Wardington village 
and requested that a 40mph should be considered. While agreeing that this 
stretch of road does have an above average accident rate a 40mph speed limit 
over its full length would not be consistent with guidance issued by the 
Department of Transport on setting local speed limits. 
 

10. Expressions of support were received from two members of the public. 
 

 
 
JASON RUSSELL 
Interim Corporate Director Communities 
 
Annexes Annex 1: Plan of proposed speed limits and bus stop 

clearways 
 Annex 2: Consultation responses  
  
Contact Officers:  Hugh Potter 07766 998704 
    Adam Barrett 07919 175889 
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ANNEX 1 
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ANNEX 2 

RESPONDENT COMMENTS 

(1) Traffic Management 
Officer, (Thames Valley 
Police) 

 
No objection – I was not in favour of extending the proposed 40 for the new junction layout and access all the way to 
the Northants border where a 50 is already in place.  I am pleased the temptation to do that where the road is 
unchanged has been resisted. The new proposal here is appropriate in my view to accommodate commercial and 
retail outlets whilst tying into the higher limit seamless into Northants. 
. 

(2) Cherwell District 
Council 

No objection 

(3) Local Resident, (Great 
Bourton) 

 
Object – I have no objection to the bus stops proposed. However, I believe that the A361 between the M40 junction 
should be 40mph throughout to the north of Wardington. The reason for this is that there are several dangerous 
junctions with minor roads leading from Chacombe, Cropredy/Williamscot and Upper Wardington which have led to a 
number of serious accidents over the years, including fatalities. 
 

(4) Local Resident, 
(Banbury) 

Support – I drive this section every day, usually at 50mph and am regularly dangerously overtaken by people so, 
therefore, support a lower and enforced limit. 

(5) Local Resident, 
(Oxford) 

Support – This is necessary for road safety due to the proposed introduction of turning traffic entering and leaving this 
major new development. 

 


